
57

Active Reading Strategies Description

CLOZE Oral cloze reading involves the teacher reading aloud while 
students actively track the text and read words omitted by the 
teacher. The teacher leaves out a preselected number of words 
per paragraph for the students to chorally read, preferably nouns 
or key vocabulary. To implement, the teacher and students have a 
copy of the text. The teacher proceeds by reading the text aloud as 
the students follow along. When the teacher pauses the students 
say the next word to be read. The teacher continues reading and 
pauses throughout the text to engage students in the reading.

CHORAL Choral reading is when the entire group (whole class or small 
group) reads a text aloud together at the same time. The goal is 
for all students to get an opportunity to read the text. It is recom-
mended that if used in whole class settings that shorter paragraphs 
in a passage are used to ensure a demonstration of fluent reading 
as it is difficult for large groups of students to read at the same 
pace for sustained periods of time. Longer sections can be read in 
smaller group settings. 

ECHO Echo reading is when the teacher reads a phrase/sentence/para-
graph/section of a text aloud and students repeat what the teacher 
read with the same prosody (expression, attention to punctuation, 
etc.). Depending on the age level of students and reading profi-
ciency, longer segments of text may be read aloud before students 
repeat what the teacher has read. 

WHISPER Whisper reading is when all students in the class are reading a 
passage and each one is whisper reading the passage at their own 
pace. If students finish reading the assigned section of the text 
prior to the teacher calling time, then they are expected to go back 
to the beginning of the assigned section and reread again. This will 
allow all students to read the passage at least once. 

DUET Duet reading is when two students are reading the same passage 
aloud together. The two students share one text and the stronger 
reader does the pointing as the two students read simultaneously. 

PARTNER Partner reading is when two students are reading the same text, 
but take turns reading the passage. The stronger reader reads the 
sentence/paragraph/section first while the weaker reader follows 
along. The weaker reader then rereads what the stronger reader 
read. By having the stronger reader go first, the weaker reader will 
have greater access and improved fluency during their reading of 
the text.


